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Victor Brusa is the first former judge to be convicted in Argentina's crackdown on dirty war
criminals. He was sentenced to 21 years in prison on Tuesday for ¢ itting crimes

humanity during the 1979-1983 military dictatorship. According to Professor of Latin-American
Studies Michiel Baud, the conviction reflects Argenti ' incr ingly bal ed view on the dirty
war. "The whole society is now subjected to the question of guilt, not just the military."

Systematic plan

The Federal Court of Santa Fe found Brusa legally responsible for eight crimes during his
tenure as judge. The crimes were all committed as part of a systematic plan by military leaders
to defeat leftist opponents, and are therefore deemed crimes against humanity.

Five former police officers were also sentenced by the same court to between 19 and 23 years
in prison for their role in kidnapping and torture cases during the military regime.

Brusa's sentence follows eleven years after Spanish judge Baltasar Garzon issued the
international arrest warrant against him, Argentinean newspaper Pagina 12 reports. "This is
definitely an important conviction from the point of view of the separation of powers, which will
contribute significantly to the dirty war discussion."

Black and white view

Professor Baud told Radio Netherlands Worldwide that Brusa's conviction mirrors a broader
development in Argentina. "Over the last twenty years, instead of solely depicting the military
as the baddies and the rest of society as innocent, people are increasingly focusing on the
entire social system, including the judiciary and even the Catholic Church."

Argentineans are swapping their simple black-and-white view on the dirty war for a more
balanced social analysis, he says. "They want to find out what factors contributed to the dirty
war and made it possible. The whole society is now subjected to the question of guilt."

Baud agrees that the sentences issued by Brusa after the dirty war will now probably also be
subject to discussion. "The question is: can a pattern be discerned in the verdicts he issued
until 2005? There has been a so-called 'dirty war after the dirty war'. It seems likely that this
judge has been part of that phenomenon."

Reappointed

Brusa was reappointed a judge in Santa Fe after the fall of the military junta. Despite early
witnesses' reports on Brusa's activities in clandestine detention centres during the dictatorship,
he was sacked years later, in 2000, because he was found guilty of hampering an investigation
into a hit-and-run accident in 1997 in which he ran over a swimmer with his motorboat and
fled.

He was arrested in 2005 after the government revoked an amnesty law for dirty war crimes.
Between 9,000 and 30,000 people were killed or disappeared during the dictatorship of
president Jorge Vidéla.

Bookmark/Search this post with:

2 S B EHIOER

Add new comment [£ Email this Article = Printer-friendly version

http://www.rnw.nl/int-justice/article/first-argentina-judge-convicted-dirty-war-crimes

e

LATEST NEWS

Haitians must “dry their tears”
Tragedy strikes Winter Olympics

NATO offensive begins in Helmand
province

Recession hits Dutch Premier League
Bonaire referendum cancelled

Dutch cabinet resolves Uruzgan row
Spain sends more troops to Afghanistan

DOSSIERS

INT. CRIMINAL COURT
YUGOSLAVIA TRIBUNAL

¥

RWANDA TRIBUNAL
SIERRA LEONE COURT
CAMBODIA TRIBUNAL
LEBANON TRIBUNAL

TRUTH & RECONCILIATION
UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION |
HUMAN RIGHTS

WOMEN & JUSTICE
CHILDREN & JUSTICE

VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS
g 3

ICC Chief Ocampo vows: No
impunity for instigators
Kenya post-election
violence

Although both the Kenyan
government and parliament have so
far been...

S

No hiding place from
international law
There is no hiding place from
international law - this is the
message...

Camp Amersfoort seeks
relatives of former inmates
Wallets, glasses, fountain pens and
coins. The Heart for Camp...

Politics and prosecution
Should prosecutors ever take political
issues into consideration before...

13-2-2010



First Argentina judge convicted for 'dirty war' crimes | Radio Netherlands Worldwide Page 2 of 2

International
JUSTICE TRIBUNE

THE HAGUE JUSTICE PORTAL

e ICTY rejects Karadzic appeal over
court-appointed lawyer

e Tharcisse Muvunyi sentenced to15
years after retrial

e ICC Pre-trial Chamber: No
Confirmation of Charges in Abu
Garda case

gﬁmtﬂ"“" Mttt

Intarnzidonzl Jusiica

NEWSLETTER

Receive the International Justice Tribune

From the former Yugoslavia to Rwanda,
Cambodia and Lebanon, Radio
Netherlands Worldwide offers background
news and reporting on international
criminal justice.

Stay informed with the International
Justice Tribune. We hope our magazine
will keep you informed about and
engaged in justice and human rights
issues around the world.

Subscribe

MOST POPULAR NOW

J Croatia wins Australia appeal
= on war crimes extradition

' The case against Hissene Habre
w

Poor Nigerian farmer can’t
afford a Dutch lawyer

Darfur rebel chief won't be tried

4 by International Criminal Court

Blogs About RNW More from RNW Dossiers Dossiers 1]
Curious Orange  Contact Flickr Haiti quake Int. Criminal
Media Network  Colophon iTunes Bette Dam in Court
South Asia Wired Copyright Morning in Kabul Yugoslavia
Holland Climate Summit Tribunal
YouTube Diplomat in Rwanda Tribunal
Video Uruzgan Sierra Leone
Fall of Court
Communism Cambodia
Influenza A Tribunal
(H1N1) Lebanon Tribunal
Microfinance Truth
NL-NY 400 years Reconciliation
Int. Justice Universal
Tribune Jurisdiction

Human Rights
Women & Justice
Children & Justice

RNW - NEWS, ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND IN 10 LANGUAGES, WORLDWIDE 24 HOURS A DAY, ON RADIO, TELEVISION AND THE INTERNET

http://www.rnw.nl/int-justice/article/first-argentina-judge-convicted-dirty-war-crimes 13-2-2010



