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The Thai army has begun forcibly returning some 4,000 ethnic H g back to c Laos
despite international concerns for their safety. The Hmong say they will face persecution by the Lao
regime for fighting alongside US forces during the Vietham war.

Some 5,000 soldiers, officials and civilian volunteers are reportedly closing the camp for
Hmong refugees in Huay Khao village in the province of Phetchabun. The operation is expected
to take one day.

The UN had urged the Thai government to call off the deportation. Washington said on Sunday
it deeply regretted the Thai government's decision and urged it to halt what it described as a
"serious violation" of human rights.

Vietnam War

The Hmong, a large hill tribe, live in mountainous areas of Southeast Asia. Thailand describes
the Hmong as illegal economic migrants and refuses to grant them refugee status. Thai Prime
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva is facing international condemnation for refusing to let the UN refugee
agency assess whether there are political refugees among the Hmong.

Thousands of Hmong were recruited by the US during the Vietnam War. They formed a CIA-
funded secret army when the conflict spread to Laos. When the Communists seized power in
Laos in 1975, about 15,000 Hmong fighters fled abroad. Most of them stayed in the US.
Thousands fled to neighbouring Thailand, a US ally during the war. Some remaining Hmong
fighters continued waging a low-level rebellion from the Lao jungle. Little remains of this
resistance today.

Recently, many Hmong have moved from their impoverished country to Thailand for economic
reasons.

Amnesty

According to the BBC, more than 1,500 Hmong already been forced back over the border. Their
fate is still uncertain, as the Lao government refuses to allow international agencies to monitor
the returnees.

The Thai government reportedly promised the Lao authorities it would send the Hmong back by
the end of 2009. It has insisted that the deportation will be carried out humanely. Rights
groups fear the Hmong will resist the deportation, which could provoke a violent reaction from
the Thai army. Journalists and other outside groups are not allowed into the camp.

Diplomats say several hundreds of Hmong justifiably fear persecution upon their return and
should therefore not be forced to go back to Laos. Thailand has reportedly been assured by the
Lao regime that those people will be pardoned on their return to their home country.

Legal vacuum

Communist Laos, one of the world's poorest nations, is backed by China and Vietnam. Its
human rights record has been widely criticized, and there have been accusations of abuses by
the military against the Hmong. In December 2005, 20 women and girls were sent back to
Laos. They were detained for 18 months and some were tortured. An unknown number of
returnees have vanished.

"I doubt whether the returnees who fought with the US during the Vietnam war will indeed be
pardoned," said Amnesty spokesperson Nicole Sprokel in an interview with Radio Netherlands
Worldwide. "In September, Laos signed the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, so they
are more or less forced to make such a promise. But Laos is a communist country where
capital punishment still exists, with bad prison conditions, and without freedom of expression
or press freedom. The Hmong have been in a legal vacuum for decades. Those two factors
combined do not make the situation very promising."

http://www.rnw.nl/int-justice/article/thai-army-deports-4000-ethnic-hmong-communist...
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No international aid

It is unclear why Thailand is taking such severe measures against the Hmong refugees. Over
the years, millions of displaced people from conflicts in neighbouring countries have fled to International
Thailand. Some have been allowed to stay. Others have been kept in camps, where access to

international agencies is severely restricted. The military may regard some groups as a JUSTICE TRIBUNE
security threat, or as an obstacle in their ties with neighbouring armies. Occasionally, groups
have been forcibly repatriated to Laos.

"The tragic thing is that many of these Hmong have been granted a political refugee status
outside Thailand's borders, mainly in the US." Sprokel says. "But because they did not have

the same status in Thailand, they haven't been allowed to travel. This is definitely an issue THE HAGUE JUSTICE PORTAL
Amnesty wants to discuss with the Thai government in the very near future. It is high time for ) _
a decent refugee policy in Thailand." e ICTY rejects Karadzic appeal over
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The only international organisation allowed to aid the almost 5,000 Hmong in Northern
Thailand has been Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF). MSF has decided to leave, citing
unacceptable pressure from the Thai military on the Hmong to return to their home country.

Garda case
more
Bookmark/Search this post with: srites —y
. it ttddig

LN e gttt ] A
M

Add new comment [4 Email this Article = Printer-friendly version tt t't g‘
(=)

J'IJ.-‘:drfJJJJfJJf Jusilca B

NEWSLETTER

Receive the International Justice Tribune

From the former Yugoslavia to Rwanda,
Cambodia and Lebanon, Radio
Netherlands Worldwide offers background
news and reporting on international
criminal justice.

Stay informed with the International
Justice Tribune. We hope our magazine
will keep you informed about and
engaged in justice and human rights
issues around the world.

Subscribe

MOST POPULAR NOW

J Croatia wins Australia appeal
= on war crimes extradition

' The case against Hissene Habre
%

Poor Nigerian farmer can't
afford a Dutch lawyer

Darfur rebel chief won't be tried
by International Criminal Court

Blogs About RNW More from RNW Dossiers Dossiers 1J
Curious Orange Contact Flickr Haiti quake Int. Criminal
Media Network  Colophon iTunes Bette Dam in Court
South Asia Wired Copyright Morning in Kabul Yugoslavia
Holland Climate Summit Tribunal
YouTube Diplomat in Rwanda Tribunal
Video Uruzgan Sierra Leone
Fall of Court
Communism Cambodia
Influenza A Tribunal
(H1N1) Lebanon Tribunal
Microfinance Truth
NL-NY 400 years Reconciliation
Int. Justice Universal
Tribune Jurisdiction

Human Rights
Women & Justice
Children & Justice

RNW - NEWS, ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND IN 10 LANGUAGES, WORLDWIDE 24 HOURS A DAY, ON RADIO, TELEVISION AND THE INTERNET

http://www.rnw.nl/int-justice/article/thai-army-deports-4000-ethnic-hmong-communist... 13-2-2010



