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Kissama-Kurica Safari Lodge represents a wealth of missed
opportunities. We suggest investing smart ideas into a charming
lodge situated in one of Africa’s most beautiful and diverse wildlife
parks, only 80 km from Luanda.
By Lula Ahrens
Designated a national park since 1957, Kissama lost virtually all of its
greatly varied wildlife during Angola’s years of conflict. In 1995, a
pioneering relief project run by the Kissama Foundation and the
Angolan government known as Operation Noah’s Ark rehabilitated the

park by importing animals from South Africa and Botswana. Between
2000 and 2002, Kissama received a few dozen air-lifted animals
including elephants, zebras, ostriches, wildebeests and giraffes.
The numerous baby animals trotting through the park today bear
testimony to the fact that Noah Ark’s species have since happily
procreated. Wildlife is once again flourishing in Kissama.
The Lodge
Your starting point to viewing some of our planet’s most graceful
animals and a great variety of flora and fauna is Kissama Kurica Safari
Lodge, situated roughly 30 km off the main road from Luanda to the
beaches of Cabo Ledo and Sangano.
The lodge is situated on a hill. It boasts spectacular views over the
park and the Kwanza River, all the way up to Luanda’s new
international airport almost a hundred kilometers away.
Included in a one-night stay arrangement are a boat and vehicle safari
plus dinner and breakfast. It features a restaurant, a large terrace, a
colorful playground for kids, a good-sized swimming pool and a selffabricated pool table.
As the only guests on the Friday we arrive at the lodge, we are happy
to be surrounded by dozens of mischievous monkeys for
entertainment. One of the females carries a baby, offering excellent
photo opportunities.
The overall feel of the property is that it is deserted, due to a lack of
vegetation on the ground, a lack of lighting at night and a lack of
motivation on behalf of the staff.
Guest counts are lower than ever due to Angola’s economic crisis, we
are told. On weekdays the lodge is often empty. Expats and
occasionally Angolans come in only on Saturdays or official long
weekends. We can’t help but wonder whether the relatively steep
58.000,00 AKZ all-inclusive price tag per couple per night has anything

to do with that.
The cabins
The lodge consists of square wooden cabins with a mini terrace and
white, round stone cabins. The wooden cabins have two separate beds
and are relatively spacious. The white stone cabins are small, have a
queen-sized bed and a slightly more romantic feel.
Beds and pillows are downright basic. Sheets are usually clean, but the
cabins lack blankets. Bring your own, especially during the cold season
from June to August.
Due to a lack of water pressure, a quick shower means just enough of
a drizzle to make you moist. Bring your own soap. Pack a torch if you
want to get to the restaurant after sunset.
Chances are considerable that the one or two flat small screen TVs and
the mini fridge in your cabin won’t work. On the upside, our wooden
hut is nice and cool thanks to the tip-top air conditioning. That’s what
matters most with temperatures soaring in the midst of Angolan
summer.
The Safaris
Soon after your arrival, a late-afternoon boat safari on the river
Kwanza will offer the opportunity to spot reptiles. A stunning
viewpoint is situated right above the riverbank where you embark.
Figure out how to get there, and bring a bottle of sparkling. It’s a
perfect spot for sundowners. (Continue to next page)

The safari by vehicle starts at 06:00 the next day and lasts two to three
hours. Our driver is 45 minutes late. Despite that, we spot a great
variety of wildlife including kudus, giraffes, extended zebra- and
elephant families and indigenous antelopes.
The Restaurant
Food is clearly not where Kissama-Kurica Lodge’s focus lies. The
restaurant has no menu. It offers three choices: beef, chicken or fish
with rice, fries and salad. Guests are offered a choice up to ten bottles
of red Portuguese wine though, or gin & tonic. Lunch is not included in

the package, but can be ordered separately at around 4000,00 AKZ.
Dinner at Kissama-Kurica Lodge’s restaurant is pleasant and tasty for
those who appreciate simplicity. Our grilled chicken with tomato sauce
is well seasoned and our special request, funje [Angolan cassava
porridge] is granted. The restaurant is cozily decorated, with wooden
tables, masks and colorful tablecloths.
Breakfast is served on a lovely roofed terrace outside the restaurant
with spectacular views over the park. It is equal for all; one fried egg
(ours is cold), two small sausages, white bread, butter and tea or
coffee. Cutlery and tea or coffee pots are often dirty. Don’t expect any
response when making the staff aware of this.
Service at Kissama-Kurica Safari Lodge is sincere and unpolished.
Another way of saying that is that it’s unprofessional to the point of
being clumsy.
LNL’s Verdict
Stunning Kissama National Park offers a truly memorable and special
adventure at just over two hours from Angola’s capital Luanda.
Despite that, few Angolans seem interested in going there. After one
visit, expats tend to skip it in favor of destinations at least eight hours
away by car. Why?
We feel that Kissama-Kurica Lodge offers an abundance of fabulous
wildlife plus all basic facilities, but refuses to go the extra mile to make
guests feel pampered. A 58.000,00 AKZ price tag is reasonable for an
all-in safari package, but it is difficult to justify when virtually
everything is lacking in terms of service, maintenance, comfort and
cuisine.
We imagine being welcomed with a warm smile by well-trained,
knowledgeable and enthusiastic staff offering us a fresh juice or cold
alcoholic beverage on the viewpoint before embarking on the boat
safari. We imagine having a proper shower upon our return with

miniature toiletries and bathrobes provided to us by the lodge.
We imagine having dinner à la carte followed by wine around a
campfire routinely lit for guests to enjoy, the romance of the property
subtly and beautifully lit at night, and the charm of it covered in grass,
flowers and plants during the day.
We imagine freshly baked bread for breakfast with a choice between
scrambled, boiled, or fried eggs, fresh coffee and maybe even some
fruit and yoghurt.
We imagine a lodge that would be worth visiting even without the
stunning beauty of the surrounding park.
Kissama-Kurica Safari Lodge, in tandem with Kissama National Park has
the potential to become one of Angola’s major international tourist
attractions. LNL suggests hiring a hospitality expert to give this lodge
the makeover it deserves.

Features
) Wild
) Has

animals

a Pool

) Guided

tour

